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WELCOME!!

PAUL’S
LETTER TO
THE
EPHESIANS




TODAY’S
CLASS:

FROM
TELESCOPE
TO MICROSCOPE

*EPHESIANS 4:1-16
&
*EPHESIANS 5:21-6:9




EPHESIANS 4.1: THE LINCHPIN

°I, therefore, the prisoner in the
Lotd, beg you (parakaleo) to walk
in a manner worthy (axios) of the
calling to which you have been

called...

* Worthy can be misleading...




*with all humility

* and gentleness,

*with patience,

* bearing with
one another in
love



https://epitemnein-epitomic.blogspot.com/2016/12/francis-of-assisi-seven-peace-and.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/




EPHESIANS 4:3-6

making every effort to maintain the unity (enoteta) of
the Spirit in the bond of peace:

* there 1s one body and one Spirit,

*just as you were called to the one hope ot your calling,
*one Lord (kurios) ,

*one faith,

*one baptism,

*one God and Father of all, who 1s above all and through
all and 1n all.



NITY
NOT UNIFORMITY

Modern Usage
vs. Biblical Usage




EPHESIANS 4:7, 11-13

To each one of you grace has been given, as it has been measured out to you by the
free gift of Christ. ..Jesus himself granted that some are apostles,
prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers to equip
(katartismos) the saints for the work of ministry
(diakonia), for building up the body ot Christ, until all of us
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of

Christ.



It was he who gave some to be apostles,
some to be prophets, some to be evangelists,
And some to be pastors and teachers, [ >

. To prepare God’s people for works of service Hl_ﬁ .

So that the body of Christ may be built up I >

= SO THAT WE ATTAIN FULLNESS OF LIFE IN CHRIST.
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and blown about by every wind of
doctrine by people’s trickery, by their
craftiness in deceitful scheming; but
speaking the truth in love, we must
grow up 1n every way into him who is
the head, into Christ, from whom the
whole body, Joined and Fenit together by
every ligament with which it 1s
equipped, as each part is working
propetrly, promotes the body’s
growth in building itself up in love.



;
QUESTIONS?

OBSERVATIONS?




...And Just To Clear the Air...

Jll EPHESIANS 5:22

“Wives, be subject to your

husbands as you are to the
Lord.”




Husbands & wives
Parents & children

Masters & slaves

ORDERED

RELATIONSHIPS Ephesians 5:22-6:9

Colossians 3:18-4:1

1 Peter 2:18-3:7 (state)




WAYS TO LOOK AT EPHESIANS 5:21-6:9

* Historical empathy

. ® ( ontext

* Reciprocity




~
.........

1) HISTORICAL EMPATHY

g

. How many QUEENS ot England? =

When did American women first get VOTE in
federal elections?




HISTORICAL EMPATHY

* When was the first (non-spouse) female:

US Representative

. Senator

Governor

Cabinet Secretary

Supreme Court Justice




HISTORICAL When was the first female

EMPATHY

Presbyterian pastor odained?




HISTORICAL EMPATHY

* 1967: A married woman 1s unable to get a credit card in
her own name

* When did pants became acceptable workwear for
women?







2) CONTEXT

Ephesians 4:17-5:17 — “You must no longer live as the
Gentiles live, in the futility of their minds”™
* Some 18-20 “don’ts”

Ephesians 5:15-16 — “Be careful then how to live, not as

unwise people but as wise, making the most of the time.”




IMMEDIATE CONTEXT

13 Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but
be filled with the Spirit, I as you sing psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs to one another, singing and making
. melody to the Lotd in your hearts, %’ giving thanks to .
God the Father at all times and for everything in the |
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, %! being subject to one
another out of reverence for Christ, * wives to their
husbands as to the Lord ...




“BE SUBJECT TO”

hupotasso — 18 times in N'T
= submit, put under, subject, subjected,
submisstve, bring under control, obedient,

- placed under .

The word “hupotasso” only appears in verse 21 -- it 1s
absent in verses 22 and 24 (although it is implied/
supplied).




WW]JD?

*In Ephesians, hupotasso is a general
Christian obligation, based on Christ’s
model of coming “not to be served,

but to serve.”

*Paul: “a slave of Christ Jesus and
your servant”



https://epfreelancewriting.blogspot.com/2016/03/triduum-2016-holy-thursday.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

EPHESIANS 5:21-24

I Be subject to one another out of reverence for
Christ.

22 Wives, be subject to your husbands as to the Lord, # for
. the husband 1s the head of the wife just as Christ is the -

head ot the church, his body, and is himself its Savior.
>4 Just as the church is subject to Christ, so also wives
ought to be, in everything, to their husbands.




EPHESIANS 5:25-28

2> Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the
church and gave himself up for her “° in order to make
her holy by cleansing her with the washing of water by the
word, 2" so as to present the church to himself in splendor, .
without a spot or wrinkle or anything of the kind, so that o
she may be holy and without blemish. % In the same way,
husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He
who loves his wife loves himself.




EPHESIANS 5:29-33

Y For no one ever hates his own flesh, but he nourishes
and tenderly cares for it, just as Christ does for the church,
V' because we are members of his body. °! “For this reason a
. man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and .
the two will become one flesh.” 32 This is a great mystery, but e
I am speaking about Christ and the church. *°> Each of
you, however, should love his wife as himself, and a wife

should respect her husband.




EPHESIANS 6:1-4

6 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this 1s right.
> “Honor your father and mother"—this is the first
commandment with a promise— > “so that it may be well with

.JO% and you may live long on the earth.” .

* And, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but
bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the

I end:




EPHESIANS 6:5-9

> Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and trembling, in
singleness of heart, as you obey Christ, ° not with a slavery
performed merely for looks, to please people, but as slaves of
Christ, doing the will of God from the soul. " Render service
with enthusiasm, as for the Lord and not for humans, 8 knowing .
that whatever good we do, we will recetve the same again from o
the Lord, whether we are enslaved or free.

’ And, masters, do the same to them. Stop threatening them, for
you know that both of you have the same LLord in heaven, and

with him there 1s no partiality.




BE SUBJECT TO ONE ANOTHER

In this long passage concerning “ordered relationships”,
the over-arching theme (and interpretive key) 1s found in
the “thests sentence” ot 5:21 —

“Be subject to one another
out of reverence for Christ.”




RECIPROCITY

YES, this 1s a difficult passage, but in context it asks for
more reciprocity than we would expect

. 1 Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ. .

* Husbands: love your wives
* Fathers: don’t provoke your children
* Masters: you have a master!




TAKEAWAY

Let’s equalize the husband-wife command:

. Love your spouse as Christ loved the church -

What does that look like?




KEY VERSES FROM EPHESIANS
1:13-14
2:4-6
2:14

3:20
4.22-24
5:1
6:10-18
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QUESTIONS? COMMENTS?




For this reason I bow my knees before the Fathert,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth
takes its name.

I pray that, according to the riches of his glory,
- he may grant that you may be strengthened .

in your inner being with power through his

Spirit and that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith, @

as you are being rooted and grounded in love.



I pray that you may have the power
to comprehend, with all the saints,

what 1s the breadth and length
and height and depth and to
know the love of Christ that
surpasses knowledge,

so that you may be filled with all
the fullness of God.
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