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PAULGS LETTER
THE EPHESIANS
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Alntroduction to the city of Ephesus
AwWho wrote Ephesians?

AMain themes of Ephesians
Aoutline of Ephesians

ADiving INn: Ephesians 3:24
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THE CITY OF EPHESUS

AA large seaport city in the Roman province of Asia |
(western coast of modern Turkey)
AHad multiple harbors
.ARome acquired Asia in the latter half of theehtury .
BC
Alt was the largest commercial center in Asia Minor wes
of Tarsus




THE CITY OF EPHESUS

Ephesuso0 | oOpatofithe principal sahk ey
Anatlt o T an [Nl ghhway S Vst e[
common road constantly used by all who travel from
.Ephesus towaras [ pne Eas

Bedgl aohl g Wi R AUQgUts bt US
entered in an era of prominence and prosperity. It serve
as the capital of the Roman province of Asia and receiv
lhe coveted 11 e o0FEI f S
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THE APOSTLE PAUL & EPHESUS

Paul 0s work 1 n Eph€8Gus 1 s
, Ephesus was silte of Pau
- Ephesus was Paul 0s & h.
operations for his"®and 3 missionary trips
Corinthiangas written from Ephesus
Romansas written shor t]
departure from Ephesus






PAUL & EPHESUS

Trip # 2 (Acts 18:121)
, Paul visited Ephesus briefly on his way home.
- Paul left Aquila & Priscilla (Roman JeMishstian .
tentmakers Paul met in Corinth) in Ephesus.
Aqguila & Priscilla hosted a howseirch in
Ephesus




PAUL'S THIRD JOURNEY
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PAUL & EPHESUS

Trip # 3
19:1ffoP a u | better 1 nstructs |BS
bapti zed 1 nto Johnos Dbapt i|&s

. 19:890Paul spends Ot hree mon.
synagogue (mostly unsuccessfully)

19:9100Paul preaches i n the ||ec¢
cont il nued FOr t WO VYearso).

20:1£38-- On his way home (in Miletus), Ephesians elders
come to say farewell to Paul




EPHESIAN CHRISTIANITY IN2 M C,

The Ephesian Christian community of the second centul
Is documented, in part, by the evidence availdiie in
Bl Epistle of Ignatius to the Eptesi@ss10 AD) B

lgnatius was Bishop of Antioch (c:1AM), writing on his
way to martyrdom in Rome.



THE EPISTLE OF PAUL TO THE EPHESIANS

T he Eplesit ke @f
e the aEphes| a




DID PAUL WRITE EPHESIANS?
AUnanimous opinion of early Church

ADefiniter from the oOPal@s

-AI\/Iany Pauline terms & emphases: -
faith, grace, church as Body of Christ,
old life/new life

AVery similar t&Colossians




Ephesli ans
ASter
AEmphases

BUTé

has

ditterencech




DIFFERENCE

IN STYLE
FROM PAUL

The style of Ephesiansis different

~

from Paul 0s unoc

AOrnamental style

AA striking number of sentences
extraordinary length (113)

AlLiberal use of prepositional
phrases, relative clauses, and
participle constructions

A‘I_'he language reflects existing
liturgical and confessional langu



Emphasi s on Christos en|@s
pl aceso
Church i1 s always the OUR
congregation.

Ass s ime s Be Il ssli e orF (‘)I.
are mostly Gentile

Biggest difference al t ered oend [t |

No mention of ChrIL St Os
Believers havedlreadpp e en O savedo ar
with Christ

Assumes that life will continue (3:21)




AWho?Jesus Chri st
AWhy?Godds over fl c
FOCUS d

OF

graclious | ove (

_ AWhat? Resurrection more
GODO S than crucifixion

SYA\VALN[E AWhere? The heavenlies
WORK AWhen?Already now
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WHO WROTE |
EPHESIANS?

APaul e

AAn unidentified,
nextgeneration, *
Jewiskoorn, close
disciple of Paul (thi
dates the letter c.-
90)




| E PAUL DBl BDNoG F Wﬁl
EPHESIANSE
ét o wh obmhesiaass

addressed?



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Question_mark_alternate.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Al tiheoligh &t e maj okl Ty ' of

t hat |t s WrEIL L ten okRor =
-Ephesusﬁ, t he wor ds 6in.

o f L he :eahfl |l es!l and most

0 P a-an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of Go
To [T 'he salnt's: Fi - n Ephaoce



WHY NOT oTO EPHES !\

ARecipients do not know Paul {3)1
.AI\IO greetings to local leaders/colleagues at end of m
ANo specific challenges or local circumstances addre




WHAT oEPRPHES]I
MIGHT HAVE BEEN

ANSO

AA circular letter (fill In the blank
Ol n Phesusbd

AA letter to several (all?) churche
In Asia?

el [ el O O




MAIN
THEMES IN

EPHESIANS

Adin Christo
Ac‘)Mystery(’)
AChurch

AFaith/g race/reconciliation
(especially Jex@&entiles)

ATurn away from old life; clothe
yourselves with new life



OUTLINE of EPHESIANS
|. Introduction (Chapter 1): Blessing & thanksgiving

Il. Body of Letter

" A. . T heol e6gl Cca.l refl ect |
- Christ (Chapters2) i

B. Ethical exhortations on living as Christians
(Chapter 46:9)

I1l. Summing up, Final Greeting & Benediction (84)0
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PAULG S FE?VEN
PRAYERé F :
S

EPHESIANS 3: 1421




A WEDDING
PRAYERE®

From Psalm 687 -




L4For this reason | bow my knees before the
Father, t>from whom every familg heaven and on ear
takes its name.

JANE] pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he

grant that you may be strengthened in your inner bel
with power through his Spiffand that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being
rooted and grounded in lovels

A_I praY that you may have the power to comprehen
with all the saints, what Is the breadth and length an
height and deptiYand to know the love of Christ that
surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with
all the fullness of God.
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THE BIG

FINISH

Eph. 3.2021

Now to him who by the power
at work within us Is able to
accomplish abundantly far more
than all we can ask or
imagine?ito him be glory in

the church andin Christ

Jesus to all generations,

forever and everAmen.



A QUICK
QUESTION

Awhat/Who do you
usually pray for?

ANT Wright:
Ephesians as the
London Eye
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STRUCTURE
THREE PARTS:

Avv 1415: Praise of God

Avv 16-19: The prayer itseif
Intercessory

Avv 20-21; Doxology




EPHESIANS 3:
1415

Al4For this reasohbow
my knees (I kneel) B
before the Father,

Afrom whom every
familyin heaven and on
earth takes its name.




Eph. 3:
1619
/1]

THREE
BIG
REQUESTS

18] pray that, according to the riches of |
glory, he may grant:

A THAT you may be strengtheriad/our
Inner being with power through his Spl

Al7andTHAT Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faitlas you are being
rooted and grounded in love.

A18] pray THAT you may have the powe
to comprehendwith all the saints, what
the breadth and length and height and
depthtPand t o know th




FIRST
REQUEST:
POWER

that you may be
strengthenem
your inner being
with power
(dunamprough
his Spirit




SECOND REQUEST
ROOTEDNESS
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THIRD REQUEST:
GRASP the GREATNESSS of
CHRI ST 0s [ OV

| pray that you may hatree
power to comprehenBINOSKO,

with all the saints, what is the ||l
breadth and length and height and
depth!®and to know the love of
Christ that surpasses knowledge,
So that you may lbded with all
the fullness of Gad




e REFLECTE e

ASFILLED WITH
ALL THE THE B
FULLNESS OF
GOPe o
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N.T. WRIGHT

AdJust as numerous OT pa

GodOs I ntenti on to f |

. presence, love, knowledge, and glory as a sign
of the future,

Aso too are we being filled as new temple people

a pointer to that future reality, which is even now
breaking I nto the |p




DOXOLOGY

ANow to him who byhe power at work within s
able to accompliglexceedingly/ super) abundantly
far more than all we can ask or imagine,

A21to him be glory in the church andChrist Jesus
to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
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