
WELCOME!!

PAULõS LETTER TO 

THE EPHESIANS



TODAYõS CLASS

ÅIntroduction to the city of  Ephesus

ÅWho wrote Ephesians?

ÅMain themes of  Ephesians

ÅOutline of  Ephesians

ÅDiving in: Ephesians 3:14-21



ROMAN PROVINCES



THE CITY OF EPHESUS

ÅA large seaport city in the Roman province of  Asia 

(western coast of  modern Turkey)

ÅHad multiple harbors

ÅRome acquired Asia in the latter half  of  the 2nd century 

BC

ÅIt was the largest commercial center in Asia Minor west  

of  Tarsus



THE CITY OF EPHESUS

Ephesusõ location was key ðpart of  the principal trans-
Anatolian highway system (in use for centuries).  Strabo: òa 
common road constantly used by all who travel from 
Ephesus towards the Eastó.

Beginning with Augustusõ ascendancy in 27 BC, Ephesus 
entered in an era of  prominence and prosperity.  It served 
as the capital of  the Roman province of  Asia and received 
the coveted title òFirst and Greatest Metropolis of Asiaó.



LIBRARY OF CELSUS



GREAT THEATER



TEMPLE OF ARTEMIS



THE APOSTLE PAUL & EPHESUS

Paulõs work in Ephesus is recorded in Acts 18-20

ÅEphesus was site of Paulõs longest missionary tenure
ÅEphesus was Paulõs & his associatesõ base of 

operations for his 2nd and 3rd missionary trips

o Corinthianswas written from Ephesus

o Romanswas written shortly after Paulõs final 

departure from Ephesus



PAUL & EPHESUS ðJOURNEY #2



PAUL & EPHESUS

Trip # 2 (Acts 18:19-21)

ÅPaul visited Ephesus briefly on his way home.  

ÅPaul left Aquila & Priscilla (Roman Jewish-Christian 

tentmakers Paul met in Corinth) in Ephesus.

Aquila & Priscilla hosted a house-church in 

Ephesus





PAUL & EPHESUS

Trip # 3

Å19:1ff  ðPaul better instructs Apollosõ converts (who were 

baptized into Johnõs baptism, had not received the Holy Spirit)

Å19:8-9 ðPaul spends òthree monthsó in Ephesus, teaching in the 

synagogue (mostly unsuccessfully)

Å19:9-10 ðPaul preaches in the lecture hall of Tyrannus (òthis 

continued for two yearsó).

Å20:17-38 -- On his way home (in Miletus), Ephesians elders 

come to say farewell to Paul



EPHESIAN CHRISTIANITY IN 2 nd C. 

The Ephesian Christian community of  the second century 
is documented, in part, by the evidence available in The 
Epistle of  Ignatius to the Ephesians (c. 105-110 AD)

Ignatius was Bishop of  Antioch (c. 70-110), writing on his 
way to martyrdom in Rome.



THE EPISTLE OF PAUL TO THE EPHESIANS

The Epistle of òPauló 

to the òEphesiansó



DID PAUL WRITE EPHESIANS?

ÅUnanimous opinion of  early Church

ÅDefinitely from the òPauline circleó of early Christianity

ÅMany Pauline terms & emphases: 
faith, grace, church as Body of  Christ, 

old life/new life

ÅVery similar to Colossians



BUTé

Ephesians has differences from Paulõs undisputed letters

ÅStyle

ÅEmphases



DIFFERENCE 

IN STYLE 

FROM PAUL

The style of  Ephesiansis different 

from Paulõs undisputed letters:

ÅOrnamental style 

ÅA striking number of  sentences of  
extraordinary length (1:3-14) 

ÅLiberal use of  prepositional 
phrases, relative clauses, and 
participle constructions

ÅThe language reflects existing 
liturgical and confessional language



DIFFERENCE EMPHASES THAN PAUL

ÅEmphasis on Christõs enthronement in the òheavenly 
placesó
¶Church is always the òuniversal Churchó, not a local 

congregation. 
¶Assumes the issue of òlawó is in the past, that Christians 

are mostly Gentile
¶Biggest difference: altered òend timesó teaching

oNo mention of Christõs expected return
oBelievers have alreadybeen òsavedó and resurrected 

with Christ
oAssumes that life will continue (3:21)



FOCUS 

OF 

GODõS 

SAVING 

WORK

ÅWho?  Jesus Christ (sameã)

ÅWhy?  Godõs overflowing, 

gracious love (sameã)

ÅWhat?  Resurrection more 

than crucifixion 

ÅWhere?  The heavenlies

ÅWhen? Already now



WHO WROTE 
EPHESIANS?

ÅPaul

ÅAn unidentified, 
next-generation, 
Jewish-born, close 
disciple of  Paul (this 
dates the letter c. 70-
90)



IF PAUL DIDNõT WRITE 
EPHESIANSé

éto whom was Ephesians

addressed?

This Photo by Unknown Author is l icensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Question_mark_alternate.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


òTEXTURAL CRITICISMó

òAlthough the majority of ancient manuscripts indicate 

that it is written ôfor the saints who are faithful in 

Ephesusõ, the words ôin Ephesusõ are not present in some 

of the earliest and most important manuscripts.ó

òPaul -- an apostle of  Christ Jesus by the will of  God,

  To the saints [in Ephesus] being faithful in Christ Jesus.ó



WHY NOT òTO EPHESUSó?

ÅRecipients do not know Paul (3:1-4)

ÅNo greetings to local leaders/colleagues at end of  letter

ÅNo specific challenges or local circumstances addressed



WHAT òEPHESIANSó 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN

ÅA circular letter (fill in the blank 

òin Ephesusó)?

ÅA letter to several (all?) churches 

in Asia?

ÅA letter to òChristians in generaló?



MAIN 

THEMES IN 

EPHESIANS

Åòin Christó

ÅòMysteryó

ÅChurch

ÅFaith/grace/reconciliation          
(especially Jews-Gentiles)

ÅTurn away from old life; clothe 

yourselves with new life



OUTLINE of  EPHESIANS

I.   Introduction (Chapter 1): Blessing & thanksgiving

II.  Body of  Letter
 A. Theological reflections on Godõs work of salvation in 
         Christ (Chapters 2-3)

 B. Ethical exhortations on living as Christians 
         (Chapter 4-6:9)

III.  Summing up, Final Greeting & Benediction (6:10-24)
 



QUESTIONS 

& 

COMMENTS?



PAULõS FERVENT 

PRAYERé FOR US

EPHESIANS 3: 14-21



A WEDDING 
PRAYERé

From Psalm 68? 



EPHESIANS 3: 14-21
14For this reason I bow my knees before the 
Father, 15from whom every familyin heaven and on earth 
takes its name.

Å16I pray that, according to the riches of  his glory, he may 
grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being 
with power through his Spirit17and that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being 
rooted and grounded in love.18

ÅI pray that you may have the power to comprehend, 
with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth19and to know the love of  Christ that 
surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with 
all the fullness of  God.



THE BIG 

FINISH

Eph. 3.20-21

Now to him who by the power 
at work within us is able to 
accomplish abundantly far more 
than all we can ask or 
imagine,21to him be glory in 
the church andin Christ 
Jesus to all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen.



A QUICK 
QUESTION

ÅWhat/Who do you 

usually pray for? 

ÅNT Wright: 

Ephesians  as the 

London Eye 



STRUCTURE
THREE PARTS:

Åvv 14-15: Praise of  God

Åvv 16-19: The prayer itself  ð  
 Intercessory

Åvv 20-21: Doxology
Å                                             



EPHESIANS 3: 
14-15 

Å14For this reason I bow 
my knees (I kneel) 
before the Father,

Åfrom whom every 
familyin heaven and on 
earth takes its name.

                                   



Eph. 3: 

16-19
///

THREE

BIG 

REQUESTS

16I pray that, according to the riches of  his 

glory, he may grant:

ÅTHAT you may be strengthened in your 

inner being with power through his Spirit

Å17and THAT Christ may dwell in your 

hearts through faith, as you are being 

rooted and grounded in love.

Å18I pray THAT you may have the power 

to comprehend, with all the saints, what is 

the breadth and length and height and 

depth19and to know the love of Christé



FIRST 
REQUEST: 

POWER

that you may be 
strengthened in 

your inner being 
with power 

(dunamos) through 
his Spirit

Å                              



SECOND REQUEST:  
ROOTEDNESS

Åthat Christ may dwell 
(katoiskai )  in your hearts 

through faith, 

Åas you are being rooted and 
grounded in love.

Å                                



THIRD REQUEST: 
GRASP the GREATNESSS of  

CHRISTõS LOVE  

I pray that you may have the 
power to comprehend (GINOSKO), 
with all the saints, what is the 
breadth and length and height and 
depth19and to know the love of  
Christ that surpasses knowledge, 
So that you may be filled with all 
the fullness of  God.   



éREFLECTé

ÅòFILLED WITH 
ALL THE THE 
FULLNESS OF 
GODéó

ÅIn your own wordsé.
Å           



N.T. WRIGHT

ÅòJust as numerous OT passages point toward 
Godõs intention to fill the temple with Godõs 

presence, love, knowledge, and glory as a sign 
of the future,  

Åso too are we being filled as new temple people,

a pointer to that future reality, which is even now 
breaking into the present.ó



DOXOLOGY

ÅNow to him who by the power at work within us is 
able to accomplish (exceedingly/ super) abundantly 
far more than all we can ask or imagine,

Å21to him be glory in the church andin Christ Jesus 
to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.



THE MORE

 JB Phillips:

òYour God is 

too smalló


