
WELCOME!!

PAUL’S 
LETTER TO 

THE 

EPHESIANS



EPHESIANS 2: 1-10

FPC  PASSAGES CLASS



REVIEW FROM LAST WEEK

• “In Christ” – object of  faith, instrumental, 
location, revelatory

• Election/predestination – The God of  
grace is in charge

• The mystery of  it all – to gather up all 
things in Christ

• The Holy Spirit as down payment



OUTLINE of  EPHESIANS 2:1-10

…From Death to Life…Old Life to New

I.

Their past condition (vv1-3)

II. 

God’s amazing grace transforming their lives 

(vv4-10)



You were dead through the trespasses and 

sins following the course of  this world

• in which you once walked, following the ruler of  
the power of  the air, the spirit that is now at work 
among those who are disobedient. 3 All of  us once 
lived among them in the passions of  our flesh, 
doing the will of  flesh and senses, and we were by 
nature children of  wrath, like everyone else.



but God, who is rich in mercy,

• out of  the great love with which he loved us 5 even when 

we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—
6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 

heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to 

come he might show the immeasurable riches of  his 

grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.



For by grace

• 8 you have been saved through faith, and this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of  God— 9 not the 
result of  works, so that no one may boast. 10 For 
we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand 
so that we may walk in them.



THE BAD 

NEWS …

You are a sinner, 

through and through



… IS NEVER ARGUED IN THE BIBLE

In the Scriptures, sin is simply stated as a sober 
observation of  human reality.



SIN

“We Presbyterians are big on sin. We 
understand that not one of  us is 
righteous — no, not one. We 
understand that we do the very things 
we hate, even when we desperately try 
to do better. We understand that 
nothing we do is pure, untainted by 
selfishness, self-interest … sin.” (Jill 

Duffield)



EPH 2:1 – SIN IN THREE MOVEMENTS

• You were dead through the trespasses and sins

• following the course of  this world in which you once 
walked

• following the ruler of  the power of  the air, the spirit that 
is now at work among those who are disobedient.



EPH 2:1 – DEAD IN YOUR SINS

Dead to God, dead to your real self, dead in the water

• Trespass = paraptoma = to step over a line (border)

• Sin = hamartia = to miss the mark (archery)



EPH 2:1 – FOLLOWING THE COURSE OF 

THIS WORLD

“according to the aeon of  this kosmos” = the old age of  sin 
& unrighteousness that is passing away under God’s 
judgment

Going with the flow, dragged along with the tide

Romans 12:2 – “Do not be conformed to this world”



FOLLOWING THE COURSE

OF THIS WORLD

• aiōn - “All that floating mass of 
thoughts, opinions, maxims… at 
any time current in the 
world…which constitutes a most 
real and effective power, being 
the moral, or immoral, 
atmosphere which at every 
moment of our lives we 
inhale,—all this is included in 
the aiōn….”  



EPH 2:1 – FOLLOWING THE RULER OF 

THE POWER OF THE AIR,

of  the spirit that is now at work among 

those who are disobedient



EPHESIANS 6:10-12
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of  his 
power; 11 put on the whole armor of  God, so that you may 
be able to stand against the wiles of  the devil, 12 for our 
struggle is not against blood and flesh but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of  
this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of  evil in 
the heavenly places.



THAT’S THE WAY IS WAS FOR YOU…

AND FOR US

3 All of  us once lived among them in the 
passions of  our flesh, doing the will of  
flesh and senses, and we were by nature 

children of  wrath, like everyone else.



EPH. 2:

3-5

• 3 All of  us once lived among 
them in the passions of  our 
flesh, doing the will of  flesh and 
senses, and we were by nature 
children of  wrath, like everyone 
else,4 but God, who is rich in 
mercy, out of  the great love 
with which he loved us 5 even 
when we were dead through our 
trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ.



THE GOOD NEWS:

“BUT GOD”

>The whole gospel in two words<

• Out of  God’s great mercy & love, he made us alive 

with Christ

• Alive – Not just here & now! (suzopoieo/ Only 2x 

in NT) 



DIVINE 
REVERSALS

• “Even though you 
intended to do harm to 
me, God intended it for 
good.”

(Joseph/ Genesis 50:20)

OTHER EX.S?This Photo by Unknown Author is l icensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_and_the_Amazing_Technicolor_Dreamcoat
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


but God, who is rich in mercy, out of  the 

great love with which he loved us
5 even when we were dead through our trespasses, 

made us alive together with Christ—by grace you 

have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and 

seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come he might 

show the immeasurable riches of  his grace in 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.



AMAZING GRACE

“FOR BY GRACE you have been saved 

through faith, and this is not your own doing; it 

is the gift of  God — not the result of  works, so 

that no one may boast.”

e! 



IT IS ALL 

GIFT

God’s 

• Surprising

• Unexpected

• Amazing

• Infinite

 Goodness to Us



BOASTING?

• “For by grace…not the 
result of  works, so that 
no one may boast.”

• See: 

  2 Corinthians 11

Philippians 3 



MORE  

GRACE

!

• The whole of  life hinges on the 

ever flowing power and ever 

flowing stream of  God’s grace. 

    – Rev. Dr. MLK, Jr.

• “Sometimes grace works like 

water wings when you feel you 

are sinking.” ― Anne Lamott



GRACE

• MARTIN LUTHER

• PAUL

• YOU & ME
This Photo by Unknown Author is l icensed under CC BY-SA

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


HEART OF PAULINE THEOLOGY

•  “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8)

• But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more (R 

5:20)

• In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to 

God in Christ Jesus. (Romans 6:11)

• “Nothing can separate us from the love of  God…” (R 8:38)



EPHESIANS 2: 10

For we are what he has made us, 

(Poema)

created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, 

which God prepared beforehand 

so that we may walk in them.



We are God’s poema, God’s artwork,

created in the Messiah for the good works 
which God wants us to do. These are not just 
ethical works as in ‘I’m going to behave myself  
from now on’ (though that would help as well), 
but good works which look outward: these 
are the impact we have…. 



GRACE & 

GOOD 

WORKS

Some of  us may be haikus, some of  us 

may be sonnets, some of  us may be long 

narrative epics, whatever, but God 

wants us each to be works of  art…so 

that people can see what we’re up to 

and discern the kinds of  lives we lead as 

the impact God wants to make in the 

world.”      

(N.T. Wright) 



…TAKEAWAYS… 

What are you taking away from 

this passage?

A CHALLENGE?  

PROMISE?  

MILD CONFUSION?



…And Just To Clear the Air…

•EPHESIANS 5:22

•“Wives, be subject to your 

husbands as you are to the 
Lord.”



NEXT 

WEEK…

EPHESIANS 2: 

11 - 22
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