
Grateful for 
200 years 

in the 
Heart of 
Charlotte



 Agenda
15ish Minutes on Scots-Irish/Early settlers

30ish Minutes on church events/people
 

Questions



Scotland
• Two Distinct groups of Scots

•  Lowland Scots

•  Highland Scots

• Little in common

• Different culturally and 

linguistically



Highland Scots

• Kilts
• Bagpipes
• Raised animals/some 

farming
• Spoke Gaelic



Lowland Scots
• Northern border of England

• Centuries of war w/English 

left them impoverished

• Instrument was fiddle

• Farmers (better land)

• Spoke English



Scotland

• McAlpine Creek



Social Engineering

• English king wanted Lowland Scots to go to 
northern Ireland to civilize Irish Catholics

• Beginning early 1600s and for 100 years
• 200,000 went to live in northern Ireland – for 

better life
• 3-hour trip across 20 miles of water from 

Scotland to Ireland
• Lowland Scots settled among Irish but did not 

assimilate
• Maintained culture & Presbyterian religion



Escape to America
• Early 1700s – Crop failures, 

famine, exorbitant rents, 
religious persecution

• Wanted better life

• 200,000  left for America 
1717 through 1775

• 2-4 Month trip 3,000 miles

• Brave commitment 



Find a Home
•  Most arrived in 

Philadelphia

• Traveled down Great 

Wagon Road to the 

Carolinas (Warrior’s Path)

• US 29







Carolinas
• Settled in the backcountry

• Many were squatters

• King’s administrators were on the 

coast

• Settlers left alone

• Made own clothes, grew own 

food, carried water from creeks



Not first people
• Catawba here thousands of 

years

• Spanish came in 1500s

• Wars/disease decimated 

Catawba

• “The Catawba Nation, the 

only important tribe on the 

Piedmont Plateau, 

welcomed them in peace if 

not with affection.”



Church 
property sits 
beside trading 
path

Beneficiary of 
Native 
American’s 
generosity 



Worship
• 1700s - Charlotte Presbyterians not 

organized church

• Itinerant ministers often preached 

for or against supporting British 

government (just 4 ministers in 

Piedmont in 1768)

• Worshipped outdoors or in 

courthouse at Trade and Tryon

• “Bring no dogs with you.” Charles 

Woodmason





Town Church
• 1815 NC General Assembly passed 

act to incorporate town of Charlotte

• Act gave town commissioners power 

to make rules and regulations

• This included providing “for the strict 

observance of the Sabbath Day”

• Town Commissioners 

• Built church for all 

denominations at 

200 West Trade

• Baptists, Lutherans, 

Methodists and Presbyterians 

all held services





• Organized in 1821

• Purchased property in 1841 

(deed registered in 1850)

• Now Presbyterian church

• Still allowed other 

denominations to use

St. Mark’s Lutheran History: 

“A week after coming to 
Charlotte, on Sunday January 30, 
1859 Pastor Bernheim preached in 
the Presbyterian Church having 
invited all Lutherans in the vicinity 
of Charlotte to that service.” 

Town Church to Our Church





Grateful for Education
• 1868 Women of Church opened 

School

• No public schools

• Taught children who would never 
have learned to read and write

• Closed in 1882 when Charlotte 
opened city schools

• Operated for 14 years



Chapel built near Textile Mills



Grateful for Support to other Faiths
• Anti-semitism after Civil War

• Dr. Arnold Miller invited Jewish 
people to attend services

• Zebulon Vance

• Result: Charlotte welcoming place 
for Jewish people 

• Hebrew Society established 1867

• Purchased property for cemetery on 
Statesville Road



Grateful for Support to other Faiths
• Salvation Army - Already looked down on

• “uncouth manners of the speakers and their 
pronunciation of certain words brought smiles 
often to the faces of the audience.”

• 1887 – in Charlotte

• Unorthodox: Held services at county jail

• 1887 Mayor issued order prohibiting SA 
blowing horns and beating drums in street on 
Sunday



• 20 years later

• Speaker at our church

• Loaned piano after Victor 
Chapel closed

• Took up collections

• 1917 allowed SA to take a 
collection “outside the church as 
the congregation retires”

• Relationship remains strong



Grateful for Forgiveness
• 1895 - Elder James 

Holland 

• Embezzled $100,000 from 
bank

• On church’s building 
committee

• Fled town

• Returned

• Didn’t take money from church

• Never took communion 
because of his guilt

• Prison/welcomed back



Grateful for Montreat 
• Rev. James Howerton

• Discovered property was for sale

• Promoted/Sold lots to raise 

money

• First president of Montreat

• Dining Hall named for him



Grateful for Missionaries 
• Allen Craig - 1921 went to Belgian 
Congo as PCUS’s business manager 
and treasurer of African missions 

• Lived among cannibals for 25 yrs

• Brought Christianity, education, 
healthcare and basic infrastructure

• Today - FPC supports missionaries 
working for better health care 
Democratic Republic of Congo



Grateful for lay missionaries



Grateful for those we remember and those we’ve forgotten

• J. C. Burroughs

• 1916 Contributed $20,000 or 

$30,000 needed for Sunday 

School addition 





Gratitude flows both ways
• J. C. Burroughs

• Both children died young

• Wife died

• 1916 – 91-year-old widower 

living alone

• Chose Selwyn Hotel to be near Dr. 

Rolston



Grateful for Music and Sanctuary





Grateful for ministers who served public  
• In 1947, under Dr. Charles 

Kraemer, the church saw need to 

help working women with no 

family to care for their children 

• Opened child care after school 

and summer program in the 

church

• Seems uneventful today but was 

revolutionary then

• Believed to be the only one in 

state



Rates to meet your Budget



Dr. Kraemer’s commitment to downtown

• 1947 – Second Presbyterian left 

downtown

• 1949 - First portion of Independence 

Blvd opened

• 1951 - Trinity Presbyterian opened 

• 1951 – We do not plan to move

• “The very presence of a church building 

here in the heart of the central business 

section of this city is important.”



Grateful to members who served City



Grateful to David Ovens* 

• Brought Caruso to Charlotte 

• Helped bring Camp Greene to Charlotte 

• President of Good Fellows Club from 
1919 until his death in 1957. 

• Headed Charlotte's first Community 
Chest Drive, forerunner of United Way. 

• *He spent 20 years at FPC and then left 
to go to MPPC when it opened in 1926

• Joked about man whose will read, “Being 
of sound mind, I spent everything.”

• Few years before his death he began 
spending

• $100,000 to Davidson College

• $250,000 to Queens College

• $100,000 to Duke University

• $50,000 to Presbyterian Hospital to build 
housing for nurses

• $80,000 to several other charities

• 1955 Ovens Auditorium named for him

• At death in 1957, Left the rest to Ivey’s 
employees



Grateful for Television Ministry
• Began in 1961

• Outreach for 63 years

• 2023 A member of the NC 

Presbyterian Historical Society 

told Pete Peery “We are all 

grateful to your son Pen for 

services we could watch during 

the Pandemic.”



Grateful for Dr. Wood’s Foresight 

• 1983 Parking lot purchase

• $500,000 to buy property 

• Downtown area was blighted.

• Session argued church could not 

afford it and did not need it

• Interest rates were 13%; interest 

for one year would be $65,000



Value of parking lot
• Has increased greatly in value

• “Last chance to buy property on Trade 

Street”

• Parking revenue

• Valuable for its potential



Grateful to play role in Larger Church
• Leading church in PCUS (Southern 

Church)

• Hosted General Assembly in 1864, 
1897, 1920 and 1958

• Reunion in 1983

• 1998 PC(USA) met in Charlotte -12,000 
participants

• 2000 people came to a picnic at FPC



Grateful for Committees 
• “No statues to great 

committees”

• Labor behind the scenes

• Meetings, reports, statistics

• Stewardship, Capital 

Campaigns, Advocacy, etc.



Architectural Legacy

• William Treloar House

• Rintels/McManaway House 

• First Presbyterian Church

• Façade – oldest building in city

• At the corner of “Faith and 

History”
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