Advent Candle lighting liturgy

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together
and a little child shall lead them.
They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.

What if what the prophet says is true?
A little child will lead us to wholeness.
What if hope is possible?

We dare to ask it; we long to trust it.
God, as we await your coming,
give light, give hope.



1 Peter 3:15

“Always be ready to make your defense to anyone
who demands from you an accounting for the
hope that is in you....”



Give to the Winds Thy Fears

by Paul Gerhardt (1653)

Give to the winds thy fears,

hope and be undismayed;

God hears thy sighs and counts thy tears;
God shall lift up thy head.

Through waves and clouds and storms,
God gently clears the way;

wait patiently; so shall this night

soon end in joyous day.



Leave to God’s sov'reign sway

to choose and to command,

so shalt thou wond'ring own God’s way,
how wise, how strong God’s hand!

Let usin life, in death,

Thy steadfast truth declare,

and publish with our final breath
Thy love and guardian care.



Hope... (157 references in the Bible)

* Psalm 33:18: “Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who
fear him, on those who hope in his steadfast love.”

* Psalm 42:5: “Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why
are you disquieted within me? Hope in God, for | shall
again praise him, my help.”

* Psalm 130:5: “l wait for the Lord; my soul waits, and in his
word | hope.”



* Romans 5:3-5: And not only that, but we also boast in our
afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been

poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given
to us.

* Ephesians 1:18: “...With the eyes of your heart enlightened, you
may perceive what is the hope to which he has called you....”

* Hebrews 10:23: “Let us hold fast to the confession of
our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful.”



Hope Is The Thing with Feathers (1861)

Emily Dickinson

“Hope” is the thing with feathers -
That perches in the soul -

And sings the tune without the words -
And never stops - at all -

And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard -
And sore must be the storm -

That could abash the little Bird

That kept so many warm -

I’'ve heard it in the chillest land -
And on the strangest Sea -

Yet - never - in Extremity,

It asked a crumb - of me.



Some random quotes on hope:

Vaclav Havel: | am not an optimist because | am not sure that everything ends well. | am
not a pessimist because | am not sure that everything ends badly. | just carry hope in my
heart. Hope is the feeling that life and worth have a meaning. You either have it or you
don’t, regardless of the state of the world that surrounds you. Life without hope is an
empty, boring, useless life. | cannot imagine that | could strive for something if | did not
carry hope in me. | am thankful to God for this gift. It is as big as life itself.

Carlos Ham: “We may not know WHAT the future holds, but we know WHO holds the
future”

South Carolina state motto: While | Breathe, | Hope.”

Fyodor Dostoevsky: Totally without hope one cannot live. To live without hope is to cease
to live. Hell is hopelessness. It is no accident that above the entrance to Dante's hell is the
inscription: "Leave behind all hope, you who enter here."



1 Peter 3:15

“Always be ready to make your defense to anyone
who demands from you an accounting for the
hope that is in you....”
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